
Welcome Longhorns
Baines Middle School

Parent Night 
Spring 2020



6th Grade Counselor

Ericka Burr
(281) 634-5960

Ericka.Burr@fortbendisd.com



6th Grade Assistant Principal

Dr. Joey Washington
(281) 634-6878

Joey.Washington@fortbendisd.com



Counselors’ Secretary 

Ms. Caryn Rosario
(281) 634-6897

Caryn.Rosario@fortbendisd.com



Course Selection



Course Selection: Family Access

Family Access Link

https://skyward-fbprod.iscorp.com/scripts/wsisa.dll/WService=wsedufortbendtx/seplog01.w


Course Selection Guide:

Middle School Course Guide 2020-21

https://www.fortbendisd.com/cms/lib/TX01917858/Centricity/Domain/74/2020%2021%20Middle%20School%20Course%20Selection%20Guide-02-05-2020-WEB.pdf


Middle School Course Guide 2020-21



Required courses
• Math 
• Science
• English Language Arts (ELA) 
• Social Studies
• Physical Education (PE)
• Elective
• Discovery/AVID
• Advisory

*No Recess * PE all year



Electives

 Art
 Band
 Choir
 Orchestra
 Theater

* We strongly encourage that the students remain in 
electives for the full school year.



Electives 

 Number elective choices on the course 
selection sheet in order of preference: 
1, 2, 3, 4

 Students may not get their first choice 
due to availability

 In Skyward enter the first choice under 
“Requested” and choices 2, 3, & 4 under 
“Alternates”



Band or Orchestra

 Arrangements should be made for band 
or orchestra instruments prior to the end 
of the current school year. 

 Typically in May and/or June there will be 
an Instrument Night.  More information 
will be coming soon.  

 Failure to do so may result in 
band/orchestra being replaced by another 
elective based upon availability.



Academics & Electives

 Adjustments may be made to your child’s 
schedule if there is a need for academic 
support.  Our Campus Assessment 
Coordinator (CAC) utilizes data to 
determine academic needs for all 
students.  



PreAP/GT Courses



PreAP/GT Courses

 PreAP/GT courses are taught at a higher 
level of rigor than regular courses.  

 Students will utilize higher order thinking 
skills and real world applications of skills 
and concepts more often than a regular 
grade level course.  

 PreAP/GT students will have a strong 
command of the subject area, be 
organized and highly motivated. 





PreAP/GT Courses

 Students who take Honors/GT classes 
will be expected to maintain a passing 
average. 

 If you notice your child’s grades falling –
contact the teacher to see what can be 
done to support your child as they work 
to improve their work habits, study skills, 
and grades. 



Other Factors:

• Pre-AP/AP is not “all or nothing.” 
Students may enroll in as many or as few 
Pre-AP/AP courses as they choose. is not 
“all or nothing.”



Other Factors:

• It is possible to move from on-level to 
Pre-AP/AP sections from one year to the 
next. In math, it is more challenging due to 
the acceleration of the curriculum in 6th 
and 7th grades. It is possible that additional 
support may be needed to support the 
transition to Pre-AP math in middle school.



Other Factors:

 Due to the challenging nature of Pre-
AP/AP coursework, students may initially 
experience a drop in grades. Successful 
completion of coursework is generally 
defined as earning a 75 or higher as a 
semester average.

 Additional support and encouragement is 
important to help sustain student 
participation in rigorous classes.



Guidelines for Exiting a Pre-AP Course 

 Students are expected to seek support 
when needed to be successful in a Pre-AP 
course. Actions taken should include 
tutorials and conferencing with the 
teacher.



Guidelines for Exiting a Pre-AP Course 

 Requests to level down will be considered 
after the first three (3) weeks of school and 
only if space is available in the new class. 
Prior to requesting a change in level, the 
student and parent must have met with the 
teacher and put in place a plan for success. If 
the teacher and student feel the plan has 
been followed, and the student has 
completed all assignments, a request for a 
conference to discuss removal may be made. 



Guidelines for Exiting a Pre-AP Course 

 Success in a Pre-AP course is defined as 
having a grade of 75 or above.

 Students who earn an F in a Pre-AP 
course at the end of a grading period may 
be removed from the class unless 
otherwise recommended by the teacher 
and administrator. Students assigned to 
DAEP may lose their Pre-AP class.



Gifted & Talented Students
 Students who are Gifted & Talented (GT) 

identified will automatically be placed in their GT 
identified subject area classes.

 Cluster grouping places a select number of GT 
students together for instruction. Grouping gifted 
students together provides opportunities for 
them to work with cognitive peers. 

 Parents who do not want this should indicate that 
on the course selection sheet.  Please contact the 
campus counselor for Gifted andTalented: 
Ericka.Burr@fortbendisd.com

mailto:Ericka.Burr@fortbendisd.com






Sample Course Guide



Sample Course Guide



More Information

Skyward and Schology:  Very useful tools.  Students utilize these 
frequently at school and home.  Please be sure to have access to 
Skyward. 

Clubs: Currently we are having Friday Clubs for all students.  Friday 
Clubs may be an option for your child next year. 

Longhorn Round Up is an orientation for incoming 6th graders to 
Baines Middle School.  More information regarding the orientation will 
be coming soon. 



Dates to Remember:



Elective Information Center

A Few Flyers from the Elective 
Fair…….

If you have any questions please contact Baines 
Middle School 
281-634-6870



BAND



CHOIR



PHYSICAL 
EDUCTATION



P.E. 
 Every 6th grader will take either the 

general Physical Education class in gym 
(P.E.) or elect to take Kickstart.  

 They can only take P.E. OR Kickstart.

 These are not electives.  



KICKSTART



DISCOVERY or AVID
 Discovery Class will be assigned to all 6th

grade students unless you elect for AVID.  
 Discovery Class comprise of 4 areas of 

focus:
◦ Student learning centers around study skills and 

organization.
◦ Student learning centers around character 

development and habits necessary for success.
◦ Student learning centers on use of technology.
◦ Student learning centers on communication.



AVID
Application:
Deadline March 6, 2020.
NO interview process



BMS Website:
http://www.fortbendisd.com/bms



Questions?


	Welcome Longhorns�Baines Middle School�Parent Night �Spring 2020�
	6th Grade Counselor
	6th Grade Assistant Principal
	Counselors’ Secretary 
	Course Selection
	Course Selection: Family Access
	Course Selection Guide:
	Middle School Course Guide 2020-21
	Required courses
	Electives
	Electives 
	Band or Orchestra
	Academics & Electives
	PreAP/GT Courses
	PreAP/GT Courses
	Slide Number 16
	PreAP/GT Courses
	Other Factors:
	Other Factors:
	Other Factors:
	Guidelines for Exiting a Pre-AP Course 
	Guidelines for Exiting a Pre-AP Course 
	Guidelines for Exiting a Pre-AP Course 
	Gifted & Talented Students
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Sample Course Guide
	Sample Course Guide
	More Information
	Dates to Remember:
	Elective Information Center
	BAND
	CHOIR
	Slide Number 34
	P.E. 
	KICKSTART
	DISCOVERY or AVID
	     AVID
	BMS Website:�http://www.fortbendisd.com/bms
	Questions?

